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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Trenton, June 12, 1823. 
Dear Sir—I send you herewith an Address of the 
Rev. Wm. Boswell, late Pastor of the Baptist 
Church of Trenton and Lamberton, to the members 
of said church, containing also his present Articles 
of Faith. ‘This gentleman has been for many years 


a high-toned Calvinist. How much he has gained 
by his change of sentiment, the public may now 
have an opportunity to judge. 

Your remarks on the XI. Articles, contained in 
his present Faith, would be acceptable. 

Yours respectfully, 
A SUBSCRIBER. 
REMARKS, &c. 

The Address, accompanying the above communi- 
cation, isa pamphlet, 12mo. pp. 24, published in 
May last. We cannot well refrain from congratu- 
iating Mr. Boswell on his escape from the ahomina- 
ble hypothesis of John Calvin. He could not pos- 
sibly lose by an exchange with any sentiment under 
heaven, however wicked, foolish, and absurd! For, 
if it is possible to concentrate all the essence of the 
most abominable, cruel, unnatural, vile, wicked, di- 
abolical, and outrageously perversive principles in 
creation, into one common focus, that focus is Cal- 
vinism ! The devil himself, is almost a saint, com- 
pared with the nameless thing these religionists pre- 
tend to worship. We say pretend, for no man, who 
is not lost to every honourable, honest, and humane 
feeling, can worship and adore a being whose justice 
and mercy are more to be deprecated than the devil’s 
cruelty! For proof, read the following—A disciple 
of John Calvin (in a distant town) declared from the 
pulpit, Sunday, June 22, that god (that is his god,) 
would bring men into existence in this life, and 
make them miserable from their birth to their death, 
and then consign them to an interminable hell! And 
that, in doing this, he would be both just and merci- 
ful!!! There is nothing in Scripture or reason to 
authorize any man to slander the devil at this rate. 
If this preacher of Calvinism is godly, that is, per- 
fect, as, what ? As his heavenly Father is perfect? 
Heaven forgive me the bare supposition, or use of 
the sacred and endearing appellation of Father, 
coupled with such inexpressibly wicked sentiments. 
No! If this Calvinist is imperfect, as his Moloch is 
imperfect, and imitates his Moloch’s cruelty, (i. e. 
his justice and mercy,) he will make his offspring 
as miserable as his malice and power can effect. 
He would prosecute to the last letter of the law, the 
man who should give him achatacter one half so 
vile, as the acknowledged character of the Moloch 
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most vilely prostituted whenever they are mention- 
ed and associated with such monstrous sentiments. 
We sicken at the disgusting recital, and turn from 
the picture of Calvinistic depravity, with unuttera- 
ble detestation and abhorrence. 

The poor frogs, in the fable, knew enough to pre- 
fer alog for a king, instead of a serpent! Let men 
learn wisdom from frogs and fables, if they will be 
taught it from no other source, and arise from the 
lethargy of Calvinistic corruption. The pagan, 
who worships his harmless wooden god, is a philoso- 
pher and a man, compared with him, who worships 
a powerful, cruel, and inveterate enemy. 

Mr. Boswell has left the cruel hypothesis of Cal- 
vin, and, we understand, adopted the sentiments of 
those who style themselves the “ New Jerusalem 
Church.” This is something better; for in the 
stead of accusing the Creator of making his crea- 
tures miserable, this doctrine only teaches that he 
permits them to be miserable, and is too impotent, 
indifferent, or ignorant, to effect their holiness and 
happiness. Now, as indifference is the consequence 
of ignorance, not having that knowledge of things 
which is requisite to produce a corresponding esti- 
mate of their value, the deficiency may be consid- 
ered to proceed from impotence, and ignorance. A 
being of this description would-excite compassion. 
Whereas Calvin’s Moloch must excite feelings of 
detestation, &c. 

Mr. Boswell has published his faith, in eleven 
Articles, The seventh follows— 

“VII. That after death man goes to a state suit- 
able to his condition, and either enjoys eternal plea- 
sure in the presence of God and holy angels, or 
eternal wretchedness with miserable spirits; as his 
life has been good or evil.” 

After declaring this, we are astonished at reading 
the following in his ninth Article— 

“ IX. There is in the soul of man the fire and 
light of God, though lodged in a state of hidden- 
ness, till discovered by the providence and grace of 
God.” 

We ask, Is “ the fire and light of God, in the soul 
of man,” to be eternally consigned to a hell of wretch- 
edness, with miserable spirits ? Does it not follow, 
from this hypothesis, that God is partial? Is not 
his “ providence and grace,” restricted to a part? 
Is it because God is deficient in power or wisdom, 
that His offspring, whose souls contain “ the fre and 
light of God,” are left to endure “ eternal wretched- 
ness, with miserable spirits ?” 

Mr. B. in his fourth Article, says of man, that 
“ he is saved by grace, which is the divine love and 





he worships. The words justice and mercy are 


mercy.” We ask--Why is not the “ grace, the di- 
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vine love and mercy,” extended to all those, whese 
souls contain “ the fire and light of God?” There 
is a lamentable deficiency somewhere in this hy- 
pothesis. Where is it? Is your new god deficient 
in power, wisdom, or goodness? He must be defi- 
cient in one or all of these attributes, or man, in the 
aggregate, must be saved ; and “ the fire and light of 
God,” which you say is hidden in the soul of man, 
will go to its native heaven, and not, as you suppose, 
to an eternal hell! To Mr. B. we say, Stay not here. 
You have rejected one error; do not accept of an- 
other in exchange. “ Prove all things—hold fast that 

' which is good.” It would be a great evil to con- 
sign “ the fire and light of God” to an eternal hell; 
and let this fire and light remain hidden for ever, 
when God’s love and mercy, which is lavished on a 
part, might bring the fire and light into operation, 
and secure the endless felicity of the whole. 

Our correspondent, who politely sent us this pam- 
phlet, requested our remarks on the eleven Arti- 
cles. The eleventh reads as follows— 

“XI. That carnal warfare is strictly forbidden, 
and altogether incompatible with the religion of 
Christ.” 

Pray, what is your “ eternal wrelchedness with 
miserable spirits?” What kind of warfare is this? 
Is it carnal or spiritual ? And why is carnal warfare 
incompatible, &c. 7 Is it not because its tendency is 
to make miserable ? How, then, is your “ eternal 
wretchedness” compatible with the religion of 
Christ? Will you seek refuge in the sentiment 
avowed in your 10th Article, as follows? “ True re- 


ligion teaches us to ertend the hand of charity to all 
GoopD men, of whatever name they may be called !” 
We ask you, Sir, Will the charity taught by your re- 
ligion extend no farther ? If you answer Yes. Then 
your Articles are carnal. If you answer No. Then 
you condemn your religion, proving it to be differ- 


ent from the religion of Jesus Christ. He com- 
manded charity, love, to be extended to all; ene- 
mies as well as friends. It appears Mr. Boswell 
is still in possession of error, and can claim affinity 
with the popular religionists of the day. True, he 
varies the rout to the carnal uncharitable hedl of end- 
less wretchedness ; but conducts men there, and is 
quite as willing to protract their sufferings as his 
brother Calvinists. 

For ourselves, we have no choice in error. You 
may let Swedenborg or Arininius gild the pill, the 
poison remains, and the effect is the same. Our 
Faith is soon told. We raise it on high, and show 
the ensign on Calvary’s mount, waving in glorious 
splendour, the sure guide for a blinded and ignorant 
world. We fear nothing. You cannot assail us, 
but through a breach, if you can make one, in the at- 
tributes of our God. “ He is of one mind and none 
can turn Him.” He has sworn by bimself, that, 
* unto Him every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear ; surely shal! say, In the Lord have I righ- 
teousness and strength, to Him shall come, and all 
that are incensed against Him shall be ashamed.” 
The declaration of the Son of God confirms the 
promise. “No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 





We conclude, by advising Mr. Beswell to believe 
that religion or doctrine, which teaches, that every 
tongue shall swear, and say, “ In the Lord have | 
righteousness and strength.” And to extend his 
charity to all who shail have “ righteousness and 
strength in the Lord !” 
—ga—— 
CONTROVERSIAL. 

In presenting our readers with the following trial 
of Mr. E, Elwall, for heresy and blasphemy, at Staf- 
ford Assizes, (Eng.) which occurred in the year 
1726, we comply with the request of a number of 
our subscribers. 

The bitter spirit of persecution was successfully 
opposed by the honesty, frankness and independ- 
ence of Mr. Elwall, and whether his sentiments be 
considered correct, or incorrect, every well disposed 
person will rejoice in his iumph over priestly big- 
otry and persecution. Her. of Salvation. 

THE TRIUMPH OF TRUTH. 

Because so many persons have earnestly desired 
to read this trial, | have here published a second 
edition of it, in order to encourage all honest men, 
who have the eternal law of God on their side, not 
to fear the faces of priests, who are generally the 
grand adversaries of liberty and truth; and the bas- 
tions and bulwarks of all ceremonies, and absurd 
doctrines that are in the world. 

I do this for the glory of the Most High God, and 
for the good of all my fellow creatures; that they 
may obey God, and not man; Christ, and not the 
pope; the prophets and apostles, and not prelates 
and priests; and God knoweth this is my sincere 
desire, that all religion and spiritual things may be 
perfectly free, neither forced nor hindered; this 
being the true liberty of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
who said, The kings of the Gentiles exercise author- 
ity, but it shall not be so with you. 

About fourteen yeass ago, I wrote a book entitled 
“A True Testimony of God and his Sacred Law ; 
being a plain, honest defence of the first command- 
ment of God, against all Trinitarians under heaven, 
Thou shalt have no other Gods but me.” 1 lived 
then at Wolverhampton; in Staffordshire, where my 
ancestors have lived above eleven hundred years, 
ever since the Saxons conquered the Britons. 

When this book was published, the priests in the 
country began to rage, especially the priests of 
Wolverhampton; who had a great band in the se- 
veral troubles I underwent. In short, they never 
ceased till they had procured a large indictment 
against me at Stafford Assizes; where I felt the 
power of God, enabling me to speak before a very 
great number of people; being accused of heresy, 
&e. ButI wuly answered as my beloved brother 
Paul did in his day, viz. “In that way which some 
call heresy, so choose I to serve the God of my 
fathers, believing all that is written in the law and 
the prophets.” 

After the long indictment was read, I was asked 
if I pleaded guilty or not guilty? I said I was not 
guilty of any evil, that knew of, in writing that 
book ; but if they meant whether I wrote the book 
or not (for they had quoted many pages of the book 
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in that indictment) I owned I did write it; and that 
if I might have liberty to speak, I believed I should 
make it manifest to be the plain truth of God. 

Then the judge stood up and said, Mr. Elwail, I 
suppose “ you have had a copy of your indictment?” 
Itold him I had not had any copy of it. Upon 
which he turned towards the priests, and told them 
that I ought to have had a copy of it. But they not 
answering, he turned to me and said, that if I would 
give bail, and be bound to appear at the next as- 
sizes, he would defer my trial tl then. But I told 
him, I would not give bail, neither should any man 
be bound for me, that if the prince of Wales him- 
self would, he should not; for, said I, I have an 
innocent breast, and I have injured no man, and 
therefore I desire no other favour, but that I may 
have liberty to plead to the indictment myself. 
Upon which he said, very courteously, you may. 

The judge having given me liberty of pleading to 
the indictinent, I began my speech with the sacred 
first commandment of God, viz. Thou shali have 
no other gods but Me. I insisted upon the word me 
being a singular, and that it was plain and certain, 
that God spake of himself, aS one single person or 
being, and not three distinct persons. And that it 
was manifest, that all the church of God, which then 
heard these words, understood it in the same plain 
obvious sense as I do; as is most evident from the 
words of the prophet Moses, who said to Israel thus: 
“ Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know, 
that the Lerd, he is God, there is none else beside 
him; out of heaven he made thee hear his voice,” 
&e. Itold them, that from the words he, and him, 
and his, it was certain that God was but one single 
he, or him, or his. I told them that all the patri- 
archs from the beginning of the world, did always 
address themselves to God, as one single being. O 
thou most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 
and Abraham said to the king of Sodom, “I have 
lifted up my hand unto the Lord, the most high 
God, the possessor of heaven and earth,” &c. They 
knew nothing of a trinity, nor of God’s being a 
plurality of persons; that monstrous doctrine was 
not then born, nor for two thousand years after, til! 
the apostacy and popery began to put up its filthy 
head. 

Then I told them, that all the prophets witnessed 
to the truth of the same pure, uncorrupted unitarian 
doctrine of one God, and no other but he; “ Have 
we not all one Father, hath not one God created 
Then I told them the words of God to Abra- 
ham, “I am God Almighty, walk before me, and 
be thou perfect ;” and by the prophet Isaiah, “To 
whom will ye liken me, or shall I be equal, saith 
the holy One,” not the holy three. J told them the 
words ME, and ong, did utterly exclude any other 
persons being God, but that one single me; and 
that God himself often testifies the same truth, by 
saying, “Is there any other God besides me ?” and 
then tells us plainly, “ There is no God, I know not 
any; T am the Lord, and there is none else; there 
is no God besides me.” Isa. xlv. 5. 

Now, said I, let God be true, but every mana 
liar, that is, every man that contradicteth him ; for 


us 2” 


he is the God of truth ; he says, “I lift my hand to 
heaven, I say, I live for ever.” 

After I had pleaded many texts in the Old Testa- 
ment, I began to enter the New; and told them, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the prophet, like unto 
Moses, held forth the same doctrine that Moses had 
done; for when a certain ruler came to ask him 
which was the first and great commandment, (0: 
how he expounded it) he told him the same words 
that Moses had said: “ Hear O Israel, the Lord thy 
God is one Lord,” not three, “and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” &c. and the 
Scribe said, “'Thou hast answered right, for there is 
but one God, and there is no other but he,” &c. 
Then I mentioned the words of Christ, in the xvii. 
John, ver. 3, as very remarkable and worthy of all 
their observation: “This is life eternal, to know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thon hast sent.” And then I turned my face di- 
rectly to the priests, (my prosecutors, who all stood 
on the right side of the judge) now, said I, since the 
lips of the blessed Jesus, which always spoke the 
truth, says, his Father is the only true God ; who is 
he, and who are they that dare set up another, in 
contradiction to my blessed Lord, who says, his Fa- 
ther is the only true God? 

And I stopped here, to sev if any of them would 
answer, but the power of God came over them, so 
that all their mouths were shut up, and not one ot 
them spake a word. So that I turned about over 
my left shoulder, and warned the people in the fear 
of God, not to take their religious sentiments from 
men, but from God; not from the pope, but from 
Christ; not from prelates nor priests, but from the 
prophets and apostles. 

And then I turned towards the judge, and told 
him that I was the more convinced of the truth of 
what I had said, from the words of my blessed 
Lord ; who said, “call no man Father here upon 
earth ; for one is your Father, even God, and call no 
man master, for one is your Master, even Christ.” 
From hence, said I, I deduce this natural inference, 
that in all things that are of a Spiritual nature, we 
ought to take our religion from God and his pro- 
phets, from Christ and his apostles. It will be too 
long to mention all the texts and proofs that I have 
made use of; I will only add one or two, as that of 
Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5,6, where the apostle tells us, 
“There is no other God but one; for though there 
be that are called gods (as there be gods many) both 
in heaven and earth, but to us there is but one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things ;” so that I told 
them here was a plain demonstration ; for he says, 
there is but one God; and tells us who that one 
God is, that is,the Father. And therefore no other 
person could be God but the Father only ; and what 
I had wrote in my book was the plain truth, and 
founded on God’s own words, “ Thou shalt have no 
other Gods but me.” 

In short, I could plainly perceive there was 2 
general convincement through the court. The 
judge and the justices of the peace did not like the 
prosecution; but saw plainly that out of envy ghe 





priests had done it. I then began to set before them 
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the odious nature of that hell-born principle of per- 

secution, and that it was hatched in hell; that it 
never came from Jesus Christ; that he and his fol- 
lowers were often persecuted themselves, but they 
never persecuted any; that we had now a very fla- 
grant instance of it by the papists of Thorn, where 
they first took away the schools where our brethren, 
the protestants educated their children, then they 
took away the places of their religious worship; 
then they put them in prisons; then confiscated 
their estates, and, last of all, took away their lives. 

Now we can cry out loud enough against this, 
and show the inhumanity, cruelty, and barbarity of 
it; but, said I, if we, who call ourselves protestants, 
shall be found acting in the same spirit, against 
others, the crime will be greater in us than in them, 
because we have attained to greater degrees of light 
than they. 

However, I told them, that I had put my house in 
order, and made up my accounts with all men as 
near as I could; and that as I owed no man here 
any thing, so I would not pay a penny towards this 
prosecution. And that I was sure of it, that what- 
ever fine they laid on me, or whatever hole or pri- 
son, said I, you thrust me into, I shall find God’s 
living presence with me, as I feel it this day: And 
so ended my speech. 

(To be continued.) 
—<>—_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
“ BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD.” 
2 Cor. v. 20. 

How necessary to our welfare is a right under- 
standing of this passage of scripture! Indeed this 
persuasion of the apostle may be rendered worse 
than useless to us, by a misconception of its true 
meaning. The reader’s attention, therefore, is in- 
vited to the following remarks, with a hope that by 
them he will be enabled to profit by the passage at 
the head of this article. 

It is almost a self-evident proposition, that there 
is much danger of our being unreconciled to God, 
in the sense of the text, unless we possess a know- 
ledge of his character. We may be reconciled toa 
character which we suppose the Supreme to possess, 
and still be as unreconciled to him in reality, yea, 
perhaps more so, than we ever were before. People 
who have been supposed to be the best of christians, 
and who undoubtedly were upright and pious in 
many respects, may have been as much unreconciled 
to God as any. It is not intimated that they were 
not reconciled to the character which they ascribed 
to the Supreme. This is believed. But the Su- 
preme may not possess the character to which they 
were reconciled, and therefore, they are not recon- 
ciled to him. They may have been further from 
right than they were before they had formed any 
definite views of the divine character. For then, 
although they might not have been reconciled to 
the true character of God, yet they would not have 
been to false and injurious views of him. I do not 
wish to implicate any person in intentional wrong 
in this matter. People may have made a mistake, 
but this should be attributed not to their heast, but 





their blindness and bigotry, of neither of which they 
may be in the least conscious. If a man were to be 
cast upon an island, the inhabitants of which had a 
natural propensity to think very highly of them- 
selves, and who notwithstanding had always been 
totally blind, and he were to tell them that by a cer- 
tain faculty that he possessed, he was enabled to 
distinguish objects distinctly, work much better, 
walk with less danger, and serve his fellow men 
with much more ease and success than they could, 
they might dispute it, and even proceed to violence 
in defence of their opinion, but their error could 
not be attributed to the heart. And so there 
may be many people who religiously believe that 
they are reconciled to the true God, and who would 
think they were very ill treated if it were imsinu- 
ated that they were not, and who perhaps, under 
such circumstances, might be governed in a mea- 
sure by a spirit of hatred, and yet we should cau- 
tiously condemn them, nor impute their conduct to 
bad motives; for they have ever considered them- 
selves to be holy, and have not been habituated to 
contradiction in this particular. 

Yet it behooves us, notwithstanding, to be faithful. 
For if our fellow men have deceived themselves, it 
is our duty to tell them of it, and show them where- 
in, even should we subject ourselves for a few mo- 
ments to their displeasure. 

Now who is that God to which the majority of 
christian professors are reconciled ? What are his 
actions ? What is his character ? Is he good, impar- 
tially good ; or is he malignant, revengeful, cruel ? 
Let us adopt a method to determine which will 
secure our opponents from misrepresentation, and 
ourselves from mistake. Let us examine their own 
doctrines, in which they have set forth the character 
of their own God, to whom they say they are re- 
conciled. This God has created the human race, 
the smaller part of them for eternal glory, the great- 
er for eternal torment. By an irrevocable decree 
he has fixed their fate. Millions and millions of 
creatures who at his own will he brought into being, 
will, in the bitterest anguish for ever plead for that 
mercy which he for ever will deny them. And he 
is not of such a character as to be dishonoured by 
such conduct. No, this is his glory ; to him and those 
who are reeonciled to him it is the perfection of rec- 
titude and goodness. It is to this God that many at 
this day are reconciled—they worship him—they 
say they love him, and desire to dwell with and 
praise him for ever. They are now setting forth 
the attributes of this God, exhorting us to be recon- 
ciled to him, and threatening us with a fate which 
according to their doctrine is already unavoidable, 
if we are not soon reconciled. 

Now the important question arises, Are Those 
people who are reconciled to this God, reconciled 
to the Being who is good to all the creatures he has 
made, and whose tender mercies are over all his 
works? We would press this question upon the 
mind of the reader. Is it a possible thing ? On the 
other hand, is he who is reconciled to the Being of 
impartial goodness and mercy, reconciled to such a 
character as the wisdom of this world has ascribed 
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to the Supreme ? In the American revolution, those 
that were reconciled to the government of the mo- 
ther country, were not to the revolt of the colonies, 
neither were those who approved of the govern- 
ment of Britain. If we are reconciled to the con- 
duct of a parent who feeds and clothes a part of his 
children only, leaving the rest to perish, and if we 
approve of this conduct, we cannot justify a man 
who should rule impartially, and mercifully provide 
for ali his children. The God which the psalmist 
David worshipped is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works, as David informs us. 
Ezekiel says, that the ways of this God are equal. 
Jesus, according to his own testimony, and that of 
the apostle John, was sent by his Father, to be the 
“ Saviour of the world.” Paul says, that God will 
have all men to be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Now I ask any person who is 
reconciled to the Supreme Being here spoken of, 
whether he approves the conduct or loves the char- 
acter of that furious being whose glory is augmented 
by the endless torment of human creatures? He 
answers me, No. Now we can know with an equal 
degtee of certainty, that those who are reconciled to 
the latter, are not to the former being. 

We must not attribute their reconciliation to this 
being, to any natural depravity of their hearts, for 
they are driven to it by the fear of endless torment. 
They have been taught to believe, that unless they 
were reconciled to Him, he would torment them 
for ever, and notwithstanding the task has been ar- 
duous and painful, they have attempted it. Those 
who are fully reconciled to this Being, tell us that 
they love him, that they shall dwell with him for ever, 
and that their joy, like his honour and glory, will be 
increased by the misery of the reprobates. The 
conduct of many of them corresponds in a great de- 
gree with the character of the Being to whom they 
are reconciled. 

How many deceived, pitiable beings ae there 
who are tormented day and night in the worship of 
such a Being as we have spoken of ? They believe that 
many of their relatives, among whom, perhaps, there 
may be an own son or daughter, father or mother, 
brother or sister, who will be the victims of his eter- 
nal displeasure. The thought is at first distressing. 
But they subdue all their sympathetic affections ; 
for say they, “ we ought to be reconciled to it, if it 
is God’s will.” 

We ought to state for ever, in justice to some of 
those who profess to be reconciled to this being, 
that a distinction obtains between them and those 
who are in fact reconciled to him. Some are re- 
conciled to him, because his character is congenial 
with their feelings. Believing themselves to be the 
elected favourites of God, they wish his decrees to 
be true, not so much because he hath formed and 
declared them, as because they exalt them above 
many whose eternal torment they will delight for 
ever to behold. But others are opposed in spirit to 
such things, and it is with much hard labour that 
they bring themselves into a state of mind they call 
reconcilsation to God. And this they never would 
do, did not the clergy continually threaten them 





with endless torment if they did not. But the an- 
guish which continually preys upon them, shows 
that they are not in fact reconciled to the being, al- 
though they hypocritically (and yet I would almost 
say innocently) pretend to be. 

But reconciliation to the true God, consists in a 
love of his character—his impartiality and universal 
goodness ; a love of our fellow men; a submission 
and acquiescence in all his dispensations, with a be- 
lief that they are designed for the ultimate good of 
all men, an upright life, and a habitual reverence of 
the divine character. Let us all endeavour to cul- 
tivate this frame of mind, and then we shall have 
obeyed the apostle’s requisition, “ Be ye reconciled 
to God.” 

—~<=-—- 
From the Herald of Salvation. 

The following correspondence between Br. Wil- 
liam Worrall, of Glasgow, (Scotland) and Br. 8. R 
Smith, of New-Hartford, will be read with interest. 
It will show that the bright beams of eternal truth, 
accompanied by the holy influence of God’s tender, 
unbounded mercy, are penetrating the deepest, 
thickest mists of superstition and ignorance, and 
shedding the broad light of unclouded mental day 
on the benighted nations of the earth, in confirma- 
tion of the sacred testimony, that “the icles shall 
wait for the law” of the Son of God—*“ of the in- 
crease of whose government and peace, there shall 
be no ead.” 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD OF SALVATION. 
New-Hartford, Dec. 13, 1822. 

Dear Sir—I transmit to you a copy of the follow- 
ing letter, from a brother of the Abrahamic faith, 
and ministry, in Glasgow, Scotland, with a hope 
that you will give it a place in the “Herald.” It 
will show that truth will flourish in the most unge- 
nial soil—will find its way to the heart in defiance 
of ecclesiastical restrictions or establishments, and 
will in due time, be known, admired, and received, 
to the everlasting joy of all men, and the glory of 
God. S. R. SMITH. 

EXTRACT. 

“ Dear Sir—Having formerly written to Doctor 
Strong, and received no answer, I take tbe present 
opportunity of a friend’s departure hence, to send 
you a few lines, expressive of the desire of a wor- 
shipping congregation here, professing belief in 
God’s universal love, that a correspondence for 
mutual information, should be established with 
brethren on your side the Atlantic. There are three 
congregations of Universalists in this country—the 
one over which your humble correspondent has 
been called to preside, during the infirmity and de- 
bility of Mr. Douglass, the original pastor, consists 
of about 130 members, besides stated hearers; the 
other two, about thinty members each, besides hear- 
ers. Owing to the very sudden departure of the 
bearer of this, I have not time to write what I wish. 
You must consider this, therefore, as merely intro- 
ductory, and we shall anxiously wait your answer, 
in which, if you could favour us with some particu- 
lars respecting the late Mr. Elhanan Winchester, 
from the time he last landed in America, with the 
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time, and manner of his decease, and also, with re- 
spect to his wife, whether she became, as we hear, 
truly a convert to Christ. The reason why I ask 
these particulars, is, because our brethren are desir- 
ous that Mr. W.’s life should be republished, and 
there remains a blank, during the period alluded to. 
We correspond regularly with the remains of his 
congregation in London, but for want of a public 
speaker of talent and education, their numbers are 
greatly diminished. The desire for scriptural know- 
ledge seems to be increasing amongst us, and we trust 
we have the blessing of the Lord of the harvest. 
We have heard that there are in America, several 
able ministers of the everlasting gospel; and that 
a Mr. Ballou of Boston, has in his writings, done 
great justice to the docuines of the restoration. 
Were there any means of conveyance, we should be 
glad to be furnished with this publication and Mur- 
ray’s sketches of sermons. We shall be happy to 
be informed of the state of religion, and the pro- 
gress of liberal opinions amongst you, and any par- 
ticulars which you may think interesting. And 
wishing you all prosperity in the diffusion of the 
gospel of the blessed God,” 
“I am, Sir, your truly affectionate brother 
in the Lord, WILLIAM WORRALL. 
“ Glasgow, July 31, 1822. 
“To Mr. Smith, New-Hartford, 
Oneida county, New-York.” 


THE ANSWER. 
-Vew-Hartford, Oneida Co.(.N. Y.) Dec. 12, 1822. 


Dear Sir—Y our letter, dated July 31, of the pre- 
sent year, was duly received from the hand of its 
bearer; for which, I beg you will receive my grate- 
ful acknowledgments. A wish for the mutual inter- 
change, not only of information, but of friendly and 
Christian feeling, have ever been felt by those of 
the Universal faith in this country, who were ac- 
quainted with the fact, that there were those of like 
* precious faith” in yours. But we knew of no per- 
son or name, whom we could address; nor indeed, 
of any place whither we could transmit our commu- 
nications to a society, except London. By your 
goodness, all these inconveniencies are superseded, 
and I avail myself of the privilege, of making an 
early reply to your letter. Of the late Mr. E. Win- 
chester’s history, from the time to which you advert, 
or of the remains of his family, I can give you no par- 
ticular information, as there is nothing like a regu- 
lar account published ; and he had finished his mor- 
tal labours and cares, before I entered upon the 
stage of action. 

I trust, however, that the information desired can 
be easily obtained from the brother, who ministers 
to the flock gathered by Mr. W. in the city of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, at which place he died. I will 
endeavour to interest the brother alluded to, (Rich- 
ard Carrique,) to furnish you, at an early period, 
with every thing that can be collected on the sub- 
ject. I apprehend no essential inconvenience, in 
the transmission of the works of Mr. Murray, and 
others which you express a wish to obtain. And 
here, I would observe, that the tabours of Mr. Bal- 





lou have not been confined to a single publication, 
The work to which you allude, is no doubt a “ trea. 
tise on atonement,” the doctrinal soundness of 
which, will be more and more esteemed, as free- 
dom of inquiry, and liberal sentiments prevail 
among men. His publications of a controversial 
nature, are emphatic evidences of the immense 
superiority of the truth of the general system of 
Universalism, which he has advocated. Others have 
published defences of the doctrine of the restitu- 
tion, though none have written so voluminously, 
Besides the works above alluded to, we have at this 
time eight periodical publications—four in New- 
England, in as many different states—one in Phi- 
ladelphia—and three in the state of New-York. 
Several of these are published weekly—others semi- 
weekly—one monthly, and one quarterly; furnish- 
ing means of instruction, to those who by their dis- 
tance from any place of worship, or other circum- 
stances, are prevented from attendance on preach- 
ing—and indeed, giving to every class and denomi- 
nation of readers, an opportunity of judging for 
tbemselves. I think it may be safely estimated, 
that not less than ten thousand copies of these dif- 
ferent papers, are subscribed tor, and in constant 
circulation in the United States—and there is no 
state, district, or section of country, where they 
are not more or less known and read. Their effects 
are realized to be two-fold ; they prevent the intro- 
duction and spread of partial and unworthy senti- 
ments of God and his salvation; and they establish 
the knowledge of him who is “good unto all,” 
and confirm the faith of “the restitution of all 
things.” 

From the number of public papers devoted to the 
propagation of our sentiments, you will naturally 
infer, the number of believers must be respectable. 
We have in the fellowship of the “ General Con- 
vention of Universalists,” and its several branches 
or “associations,” about one hundred and twenty 
preachers, several of whom are respectable for their 
scientific and literary attainments, and most of them 
men of good information and sound preaching 
talents—all of them ready to give an answer to 
every man that asketh a reason of their hope, and 
instrumental in the establishment of the truth of 
God. Iam not in possession of any certain data, 
whence to estimate the number of separate socie- 
ties, but think I may safely say, there are more than 
two hundred in the United States. In the state of 
New-York, there are at least seventy. The number 
of members is very different in different societies ; 
some societies consisting of hundreds, and others of 
not more than fifteen or twenty. The circum- 
stances of these societies are extremely varios, 
some having houses of public worship, others none. 
Some stated and regular meetings, while others are 
destitute of a regular ministry, but most of them 
increasing in number and influence. Nor is the 
number of regular societies, the criterion of estima- 
ting the number of believers in the doctrine of univer- 
sal purity and happiness. Many are scattered abroad, 
in single families, or under circumstances which 
absolutely forbid their personal fellowship with any 
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congregation of believers; and still more perhaps, 
secretly enjoying our faith and hopes, who are visibly 
connected with other denominations of professing 
Christians. From these brief particulars, you learn 
“the state of religion, and the progress of liberal 
opinions” amongst us in general, and will deduce 
from them the following fact in particular. In this 
section of New-York, where we now reckon more 
than sixty societies, there was not a single congre- 
gation or preacher, twenty years since. 

~ Here I remark, that in my estimation real reli- 
gion progresses in exactly the ratio, that liberal feel- 
ings and opinions are cherished. For the entire 
history of man furnishes but a few distant and soli- 
tary instances of enlarged benevolence, and the dai- 
ly practice of “ pure religion and undefiled before 
God,” where the mind and feelings were fettered by 
the restrictions of antichristian creeds, governed by 
the senseless formalities of enthusiasm and super- 
stition, or narrowed by partial views of a partial 
God. With us then, to have rational and liberal 
sentiments, is to have a more comprehensive moral 
sense—a more chastened and lively devotion to 
God—a more pure and expanded philanthropy, and 
a more circumspect regard to our words and actions. 
And thus, while our views and practices correspond, 
our feelings are alike distant from the apathy of in- 
difference, and the phrenzied fervour of enthusi- 
asm. [would by no means insinuate, that there are 
no examples of amiable virtue and piety among 
limitarians, or that Universalists are always what 
their sentiments naturally inspire ; but that limited 
sentiments generally, contract the affections, and 
tend to vitiate the morals, while on the contrary, 
liberal views conduce to moral improvement and 
virtue. Investigation here is fearless ; for the pe- 
riod of religious spite, and the domination of an ex- 
clusive creed have past away. Hence the arrogance 
of orthodoxy is otten mortified with queries which 
it never answers, and its claims rejected because it 
furnishes not a reason for making them—and hence 
too, our numbers and influence are progressing, not 
with the rashness of passion, but with scripture 
proofs deduced by reason. Should you here in- 
quire, whether with this general liberty of thought 
and discussion, Universalists perfectly agree in 
every peculiarity of doctrine—I answer, no! They 
embrace a variety of sentiments mutally converging 
in the ultimate purity and felicity of mankind. It 
is this single and exalted truth, which constitutes 
the criterion of fellowship—that central power, 
which by strong attraction drav s a countless multi- 
tude with one consent, to the exercise of “one 
mind.” With differently constituted minds, we 
think it quite enough to harmonize in the simple 
restoration of all men; and while we claim the 
right of private judgment, yield with full consent 
this prerogative of nature to all others, And I am 
fully persuaded, that stronger evidence of the dere- 
liction of the spirit, and powe: of Universalism, can- 
not be found, than in the assumption of exclusive 
truth in every particular of our faith. Where the 
Scriptures are read, and man has liberty to examine 
them—where liberal views can be taught ; there the 








truth will prevail—there its “ rest will be glorious.” 
And every step is permanent in the enlargement of 
her empire—circle embracing circle, in the strong 
ligaments of divine love, the era must approximate 
when knowledge, life, and peace, shall pour their 
united comforts on all mankind. When every bar- 
rier to the progress of intellect shall be broken 
down—when clerical usurpation shall no longe: 
prevent or restrain research—when inquiry shall be 
chastened by judgment, and religion, opening a rich 
prospect of a happy immortality, shall instruct man 
to be happy now, by aiding him “ to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with his God.” 

Your letters, and those of other brethren, will not 
only be gratefully received, but considered means 
of instruction, and tokens of esteem; and should 
you be pleased to extend your correspondence in 
this country, I would refer you to the following 
brethren: Br. Russell Streeter, Portland, Maine ; 
Br. Paul Dean, and Br. Hosea Ballou, Boston, 
Massachusetts; Br. Richard Carrique, Hartford 
city, Connecticut; Br. Edward Mitchell, City of 
New-York, and Br. Abner Kneeland, City of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The expression of you Christian affection, is 
most cordially reciprocated—and I pray you will 
present the assurance of my respect to Mr. Doug- 
lass—I wish him and yourself, useful and happy 
lives, continued while life can yield enjoyment, and 
reviewed with the consolation, that “the pleasure 
of the Lord has prospered in your hands.” 

I am your Brother in the gospel of Christ, 

STEPHEN R. SMITH 
Mr. William Worrall, 
No. 102, Argyle-street, Glasgow. 
—=—__— 
RELIGIOUS STOCK JOBBERS. 

There appears to be about the same finesse and 
cunning in the religious, that there is in the civil 
world. Means are invented and resorted to, for 
the more certain attainment of the one thing need- 
ful, the cash! Hopes and fears, are introduced as 
phantoms to work upon the parties concerned, and 
benefit the sly gentry who sit behind the curtain; 
and finger the wires as their avarice and cupidity 
may direct. These holy (i. e. in their own estima- 
tion holy) parsons, and their coadjutors, have a 
grace of their own getting up, in funds, and vary 
the state of the market as their whims and caprices 
shall determine. They deal in every thing but rea- 
son, argument, and common sense. They are con- 
tinually besieging the public with their offers and 
solicitations, and telling of the great bargains to be 
made, provided you will listen to them, and the 
great losses you must sustain, by neglecting their 
advice and assistance. 

The better to illustrate and expose the duplicity 
of these religious cunning ones, we introduce the 
following simile. A. possessed immense property, 
and millions of children. A. dying, bequeathed by 
will (testament,) his immense property to his child- 
ren. A.’s children have but very imperfect know- 
ledge of their father’s will, and know very little of 








the amount or quality of the legacies devised them.. 
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B. with much pretence of friendship and solicitude, 
comes to the children as a messenger charged with 
the administration of the will, or testament, and 
exhorts the children to try and obtain an interest 
in their father’s will! Informs them of the dreadful 
consequences which will attend their neglect of this 
important duty. Points them to himself as a per- 
son qualified to assist in procuring for them an in- 
terest in the will, without which, they can never 
obtain the property of their father, but will suffer 
excruciating miseries. The infatuated children, 
ignorant of their father’s character, and not know- 
ing that his will is irrevocable, and the legacies se- 
cure, give heed to the delusions of the deceiver, 
and wander in poverty, while they are heirs toa 
rich inheritance. Reader, the will is the Testa- 
ment of your Heavenly Father, sealed with the 
blood of Christ, the only true Administrator. “This 
is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.” Spurn from you these 
deceivers, who deny the record of your Father— 
substitute a forged will, and strive to cheat you of 
your inheritance. Christ is the only acknowledged 
executor of the will. You have an interest in it; 
and hell—all the enemies of Christ and his cross, 
ean never deprive you of it. Your title is as sure 
as God is sure! 
—~——. 
MILKING THE GOATS. 

We extract the following from a missionary 

work published in this city. It is expressive of the 


spirit of delusion on the one hand, and hypocrisy 


and deception on the other. So long as these rev- 
erend gentlemen can deceive the public, and con- 
vince men of their importance in the ‘religious 
world, in saving souls, so long they will ride upon 
the backs of the people. It is an infallible mark of 
a hypocrite, to impose burdens upon others, which 
the party is not willing to share himself. These 
pious folks encourage selling of ashes, wearing 
cowhide shoes, dispensing with neck-cloths, abridg- 
ing customary recreations, and buying no wine, in 
others, that they may riot in abundance, and strut 
the tue nabobs of the land. 

“ In the number of this paper for January, a small 
donation, being the avails of ashes sold, was ac- 
knowledged. The following is the letter (under- 
stood to have been written by a Cartman) in which 
that donation was enclosed. By being read to one 
and another, this letter has produced a number of 
donations of the avails of ashes, &c. and it is pub- 
lished in hope that the example may be more gene- 
rally followed. 

“ New-York, 2d January, 1823. 
“ Mr. J. D. Keesr, 

“ Dear Sir—I have been trying for a long time to 
do something for your Society ; but asI can’t make 
money, nor earn more than I want for my family, I 
have at length concluded to sell my ashes, and send 
you the avails, which I now enclose, six shillings. 
This you will please to give to the Treasurer. I 
should be glad to give you more, but my poverty 
forbids: and it would be a somrce of great pleasure 
to me, if every body would give their ashes to this 





blessed cause ; it would bring a great many dollars 
into your funds, and enable you to do much good 
If I was a merchant, I would give at least a part of 
the profits of some snug bargains ; or a thriving me- 
chanic, and then a part of the profits of some good 
job,” &c. 
“ Yours respectfully, 
“ A Friendto Domestic Missions.” 
—»— 
DOCTOR CUMMING’S SERMON. 

The Rev. Dr. Hooper Cumming has published 
his Introductory Sermon, delivered in the Church 
in Vandewater-street. Dr. C. is, by profession, a 
Calvinist. Dr. C. rejects the Hopkinsian doctrine 
as absurd. But, when Dr. C. preaches, he is by 
turns a Calvinist, a Hopkinsian ; and, notwithstand- 
ing his blood boils at the thought, sometimes an 
Arminian! And, sometimes, reader, he is unintel- 
ligible, so far as doctrinal points are in question! 
The Doctor’s Sermon is an outline of his creed. 
He, however, kept back a part. Universalism, as 
the truth is now called, received his unqualified 
abhorrence. Dr. C. incorporated with his sermon, 
a part of his Vade-Mecum, published at Albany; 
and afforded, thereby, an opportunity to explain his 
principles more at large, by a reference to that 
book. We purpose to devote our next Number to 
a Review of the Doctor’s Sermon, for the accom- 
modation of his admirers, who will thereby be bene- 
fited by a knowledge of Dr. C.’s_ principles, and 
learn, at large, his ideas of total depravity, and the 
difference between a saint and a sinner. They will 
also be enabled to discover the great errors of the 
inspired writers, who, according to him, require 
more of man than is necessary ; but now, with the 
assistance of Dr. C.’s qualifications, men can be 
holy, and repent, with very little cost or trouble. 

Those of our friends who may wish a few extra 
copies of the Number containing the Review of 
Dr. C.’s Sermon, at cost, will please signify the 
same, at the office, 67 Chrystie-street, before Tues 
day next. 

—— 

On Wednesday, the 4th June, Br. David Picker- 
ing was installed over the First Universalist Society, 
in Providence, (R. I.)}—Br. John Bisbee, Jr. preach- 
ed the sermon. Brs. Dean, Killam, and Fuller, 
were also present, and took part in the services. 

—— 

(( Agreeably to our friend’s request, from 
Trenton, we shall shortly publish Mr. Boswell’s 
eleven Articles of his new faith, &c. 

—>_—__ 
NEW CHURCH. 

The Corner Stone of the New Church, now building by 
the “ Second Society of United Christian Friends” in this 
city, on the corner of Prince and Orange streets, will be 
laid on Monday afternoon next, at five o'clock. An Ad- 
dress will be delivered by Br. Edward Mitchell, Pastor of 
the “ First Society of United Christian Friends in this city.” 
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